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Appeal Letter 
 

THE AMBASSADORS’ BALL 2016, 
In benefit of DESIGN TRUST 

Friday, 04 November 2016 at Courtyard and Qube, PMQ 
 
 
26 August, 2016 - Hong Kong Ambassadors of Design, a registered charity since 

2007 is pleased to announce that The Ambassadors’ Ball 2016 will take place on 

Friday, 4th of November 2016 at PMQ, 35 Aberdeen Street, Hong Kong. Net proceeds 

from this annual fundraising evening will benefit Design Trust, a platform that 

supports and stimulates the positive process of design though project based grants, 

creative sharing to engage communities in Hong Kong, the Greater Pearl River Delta 

Region and internationally. 

 

The establishment of the Design Trust initiative in 2014, has positively impacted the 

design community in support to scholars, design researchers and practitioners. 

Although still a small organisation, this grant initiative hopes to build on its past 

achievements to make a larger impact here in Hong Kong and the region. In providing 

fellowships with partnering overseas and local institutions, grant recipients expand 

their portfolios, in the field of research, skills building or practice. In addition, Design 

Trust aims to actively accelerate the development of meaningful projects that 

advocate the positive role of design. Design disciplines include graphics, wearable 

technologies, product design, architecture to the environment. For more information, 

please visit www.designtrust.hk. 

 

The annual Ambassadors’ Ball brings together passionate individuals and 

organisations, united by the desire to celebrate and promote Hong Kong’s rich 

community of creativity and design. As in past years, with our live and silent auctions, 

guests may expect some exceptional and limited edition works of art, furniture and 

décor items from some of the most celebrated names in the local and international art 

and design circles. 

Appointed as Creative Director for this year’s Ball is Stickyline, a young emerging 

Hong Kong based studio. Co-founded by Soilworm Lai and Mic Leong, they 

specialize in paper crafting with eco-friendly and surprising outcomes and will be 

lending their unique design approaches to the celebratory event.  
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This annual benefit is a hallmark of this vibrant city’s societal calendar and benefits from the generous 

patronage of a guest list composed of the city’s elite movers & shakers, captains of industries, design 

industry influencers and stakeholders, art connoisseurs, creative talents, collectors and society icons.  At 

the last installment of The Ambassadors’ Ball in 2015, graced by Mrs Carrie Lam, Chief Secretary for the 

Hong Kong SAR, over HK$ 6 million was raised. Please refer to appendix for a highlight list of recent 

grants that have been awarded to date.  

 

We take pleasure in inviting you to take part in this momentous occasion by purchasing a table, taking an 

advertisement in the event booklet or donating an auction item. Your involvement will help our mission to 

create and support a variety of meaningful projects aimed at the greater community. 

 

Kindly indicate your support on the reply slips attached. For any enquiries, please do not hesitate to 

contact Ms. Evelyn Yo at evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk or call +852 2739 6889. 

 
Sincerely Yours,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Lo        Joyce Tam 

Chairman, Board of Directors     Member, Board of Directors 
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THE AMBASSADORS’ BALL 2016 
AUCTION DONATION FORM 

 
Please complete the form along with the product specifications and email or fax it back to 

evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk  / +852 2543 2890 
 
Date :   Friday, 04 November 2016 
 
Venue:    PMQ 
    35, Aberdeen Street 
    Central, Hong Kong 
Donor Information  

Name: (Mr. / Ms.)  _______________________________________________________________ 

or Company Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No.:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Auction Item Information 
I / We would like to donate an item for the auction during the event. 
 
Item Description: (please specify name of artist/designer, special features, etc. in about 100 words.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dimensions in millimeters (H) ______ (W) ______ (D)______  Weight in kilograms ______________ 

Retail Value (HK$): ___________________   Material: ____________________________________ 

Remarks 
i) Kindly complete and return this form by latest, Thursday, 15 September 2016 
ii) Please include at least 2 photos of the donated item, of minimum 300dpi, along with a product 

specification sheet and this completed form to evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk 
iii) Minimum value for auction items should be HK$ 20,000 and over. 
iv) The organisers reserve the right to determine which items will be featured in the live/silent auction. 
v) The event secretariat will be in touch to provide delivery address and details upon receipt of this form. 
Auction Donor Acknowledgements: 
vi) Description of item and donor accompanied by a picture of the donated item in the Ball’s Auction 

Catalog. 
vii) Name Listing of the donor within the Acknowledgements page of the event’s programme booklet. 
viii) Complimentary full page advertisement for donations of any item(s) valued above HK$50,000. 

 
Please direct all enquiries to evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk or call +852 2739 6889 
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THE AMBASSADORS’ BALL 2016 
TABLE RESERVATION FORM 

 
Please reserve your table by completing the form and emailing or faxing it back to 

evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk  / +852 2543 2890 
 
Date :   Friday, 04 November 2016 
 
Venue:    PMQ 
    35, Aberdeen Street 
    Central, Hong Kong 
     
Table Patron’s Information  
 
Name: (Mr. / Ms.)  _______________________________________________________________ 

or Company Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No.:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Table Patron HK$88,000 / Premium Table for 10 persons  

HK$68,000 / Platinum Table for 10 persons  

HK$48,000 / Gold Table for 10 persons 

Additional seats are charged at a pro-rated cost.  
Each table seats a maximum of 12 persons.  

 
☐  I / We would like to reserve _____ Premium / Platinum / Gold table(s).  
  (please circle to indicate which table category you would like to book) 
 
☐  I would like to support the Buy-One-Invite-One seat initiative. 
  My contribution of HK$9,600 (HK$4,800 X 2) will entitle me to ONE seat at The Ball 
  and allow the organisers to invite a designer/past grant recipient to attend the event. 
 
☐  I am not able to attend but would like to make a cash donation of   
  HK$___________________ to The Ambassadors’ Ball. 

 
Payment Method 
By Crossed Cheque 
Please make your crossed cheque payable to “Hong Kong Ambassadors of Design Limited” and mail 
it together with this form to Unit 702, AXA Center, 151 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong, with 
attention to Ms. Evelyn Yo. 
 
Remarks 
Table patrons will be acknowledged in the event’s programme booklet. 
 

Please direct all enquiries to evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk or call +852 2739 6889 
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THE AMBASSADORS’ BALL 2016 

SOUVENIR BROCHURE ADVERTISER 
 

Please book your advertisement by completing the form and emailing or faxing it back to 
evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk  / +852 2543 2890 

 
 
Date :   Friday, 04 November 2016 
 
Venue:    PMQ 
    35, Aberdeen Street 
    Central, Hong Kong 
 
     
    
Contact Information 
Name: (Mr. / Ms.)  _______________________________________________________________ 

or Company Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No.:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________________________________ 

   
I / We would like to place an advertisement in the event’s programme booklet. 
□  Premium Ad Donor   HK$25,000 (Full page advertisement) 
□  Platinum Ad Donor   HK$20,000 (Half page advertisement) 

 
 

Payment Method  
By Crossed Cheque 
Please make your crossed cheque payable to “Hong Kong Ambassadors of Design Limited” and mail 
it together with this form to: 
Unit 702, AXA Center, 151 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong, 
Attention:  Ms. Evelyn Yo. 
 
Remarks 
i) Artwork specifications will be provided upon receipt of this form 
ii) Final artwork due by 15 September 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please direct all enquiries to evelyn.yo@designtrust.hk or call +852 2739 6889. 
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Appendix – List of Grants awarded to date 
 
M+ / Design Trust Fellowship Grant  
Granted: HK$300,000 
The M+ / Design Trust Fellowship programme aims to support original research project(s) investigating 
issues relating to design and architecture in the Greater Pearl River Delta region. Apart from expanding 
the current body of knowledge in these areas, it is hoped that the findings will also inform future 
acquisitions and other programmes at M+.  
 
2016 M+/Design Trust Research Fellows:  
Joseph Grima, the internationally renowned Genoa-based architect, writer and researcher, who has co-
curated the inaugural Istanbul Design Biennial in 2012 and was recently the Co-Artistic Director of the 
2015 Chicago Architecture Biennial. Grima will build on his respected work in the area of open-source, 
collaborative, and non-hierarchical design by examining the contemporary design ecosystems of 
Shenzhen and the GPRD in his project “The Gongkai Galapagos”. 
 
The team of Daniel Cooper and Juliana Kei will undertake a three-month fellowship beginning in July 
2016 at M+. “Entitled 76 Countries and One Administrative Zone; Hong Kong in the World Expos”, their 
research will look at Hong Kong’s representation on the international stage, focusing on the 1964 New 
York World’s Fair and Expo ’70 in Osaka, and how those events helped construct and reinforce an image 
of the territory via complicated interaction of objects, building technologies, identity and colonial 
expectations. 
  
Design Trust Feature Project Grants 
Unidentified Acts of Design by Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A)  
// Granted HKD$ 250,000 
Unidentified Acts of Design is a research and exhibition project that looks to the recent past of the Pearl 
River Delta to seek out significant acts of design taking place outside of the designer studio. It was 
exhibited at the 2015 Urbanism and Architecture Bi-City Biennale (UABB) in Shenzhen and will travel to 
London to be shown at the T.T. Tsui Gallery, at the Victoria and Albert Museum, as part of the London 
Design Festival in September 2016. 
 
UNFOLD: A Stitch In Time Saves Nine by Elaine Ng Yan Ling  
// Granted HKD$300,000 
A project to develop new material and products by capturing the essences of traditional Chinese heritage, 
creating new opportunities to reintroduce a new way for low volume refined handmade production in 
Guizhou, southern China to become a sustainable trade, while spreading awareness for their craft.  
 
Dim Sum Labs by HK Make Ltd  
// Granted HKD$100,000 
Dim Sum Labs addresses the needs of the community of designers and 'makers' with a creative space 
equipped with tools and networking resources for them to produce their work.  Serving as an open 
communal hub for creatives, it allows the like-minded to congregate, interact, share knowledge and 
resources to build and create new synergies in the areas of electronics, robotics, digital technology, open-
source hardware and even urban farming.  To further engage the field, Dim Sum Labs also hosts 
workshops, open-talks, events and competitions targeted at different segments of makers. 
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Design Trust Seed Grants – Recently Granted on a Quarterly basis per year 
Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone by Pelin Tan  
// Granted HKD $50,000 
This research project aims to map both the legal infrastructures and the thresholds of the territorial sea of 
Pearl River Delta. The sea transportation, border infrastructures, islands and archipelago, everyday life of 
sea communities and resources of sea are the main topics. The research is based on two discursive 
paths; one is the discussion on “infrastructure”, and the other, the PRD sea as a resource territory and the 
impact of sea zone in the era of anthropocene (human activities of geology). 
 
Re:Placed – DVRC Urban Playscape by Cambridge Design Research Studio  
// Granted HKD $50,000 
Re:Placed is an architectural intervention, design-led research, and cultural approach envisioned to 
stimulate the collective role in the creation of an innovative community-based public space at Des Voeux 
Road Central, by establishing productive dialogues across disciplines and the general public in Hong 
Kong. 

Hong Kong Beiwei Kaishu (Typography) Research Project by Adonian Chan  
// Granted HKD $80,000 
A research project on a city’s calligraphic and typographic culture, the Hong Kong Beiwei Kaishu has 
been utilized extensively after WWII. It is one of the most significant Chinese calligraphy styles, which has 
been vastly recognised in the streets of Hong Kong.  The project will analyse the history, culture, 
popularity and aesthetic value under the basis studies of Modern typography; with further exploration on 
the future possibilities of a new interpretation and revitalization of such a gem of Hong Kong’s visual 
culture. 
 
CommUnityMaker by Future+ Aformal Academy  
// Granted HK$50,000 
Via a simple hub for collective creations, Aformal Academy, based in Shenzhen, seeks to broaden the 
idea of design and making to the general community. Engaging students in real projects, activating 
citizens and creating a school that directly speaks to and impacts its local society. The project seeks to 
start small with a longer term scaling model, by simply creating an open workspace, with the necessary 
tools to co-create objects with the community, faculty, and students. 

b:inaural by Thomas Tsang and Du Yun  
// Granted HKD $50,000 
Using binaural recording techniques and sound designs, this project is a collaborative research oriented 
performance and architectural installation, creating a dialogue between two distinct disciplines whiles 
migrating practice in dialects, music, opera, languages and architecture.  The project will be sited in Hong 
Kong and Shanghai in 2017.  
 
 


