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DESIGN TRUST FUTURES STUDIO ANNOUNCES 2019 EXHIBITION PROGRAM 

 
This year’s theme: HERITAGE IS INNOVATION in association with Tai Ping Carpets 

 
Historic Haw Par Mansion in Hong Kong as backdrop 

 for site specific designs, dialogues and workshops 

 

September 13 – 30, 2019 
 

 
 
Hong Kong, 30th August 2019 - Design Trust, an initiative of the Hong Kong Ambassadors of 

Design, is pleased to announce the official exhibition of the third year of their flagship design 

programme, DESIGN TRUST FUTURES STUDIO (DTFS). A long-term flagship programme, DTFS aims 

to raise the visibility of the processes and positive role of design in contemporary culture. This 

year’s exhibition, entitled ‘Heritage is Innovation’, will foster discussions on conservation, using 

design thinking, critical making and site specific interventions in order to build new narratives 

around the role and place of heritage in our society.  Constituting a major part of our cultural 

background and collective memory, heritage conservation can be achieved by living, 

learning and being inspired from it. The exhibition explores how design disciplines can play a 

significant role in this. 

 

Conceptualised by Marisa Yiu, Co-Founder & Executive Director of Design Trust, DESIGN TRUST 

FUTURES STUDIO is a cross-disciplinary think tank that brings together industry experts and 

emerging talents to create positive outcomes that impact society in Hong Kong and the 

Greater Bay Area. The initiative inspires the exchange of ideas, creatively raises awareness of 

environmental issues and uses design to improve social well-being. This culminates in the 

curation of site-specific objects by Hong Kong based designers, who have been involved in 

the Design Trust foundation as grant recipients and designer mentees during past years. 
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“Our heritage has been our grounding, and has brought us innovation. Design Trust Futures 

Studio 2019 is engaged within and around the historic 1936 Haw Par Mansion in the Tai Hang 

neighbourhood, an entry point to analyse Hong Kong’s rich heritage and questions of the 

constitution of a community. Through special commissioned works, dialogues and workshops, 

we engage the public to develop their sense of belonging to Hong Kong. There is no power 

for change greater than a community discovering and understanding of ‘heritage is 

innovation’.” 

- Marisa Yiu, Co-Founder & Executive Director of Design Trust 

 

Through research, archive studies, experimentation and critical making, this year’s programme 

catalyses and engages in an in-depth process questioning the theme and the constitution of 

a community under the context of the historic 1936 Haw Par Mansion in Tai Hang. Together the 

DTFS community have been sculpting the designer-mentees’ current practices, thinking and 

ideology on heritage, innovation and identity. The collective community of this year’s group 

has been especially challenged by the richness of the Haw Par site, heritage archives in Hong 

Kong and new methods of craft and making by exhibition partners, Tai Ping. 

 

Tai Ping, Innovator & Partner 

 

This year’s programme partner, Tai Ping, at their core extend cultural legacy into the present, 

continuing an exceptional tradition of craft alongside dedication to innovation in every facet 

of carpet design and manufacturing. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, Tai Ping overcame 

a major typhoon crisis in 1958 and secured a huge and critical order for Grauman’s Chinese 

Theatre in Los Angeles, and has since grown into a global brand today with 14 showrooms 

across Europe, Asia and North America - starting as a 12-person company in 1956, they have 

now completed commissions such as Windsor Castle’s White Drawing Room carpet and the 

Throne Room of Buckingham Palace. With their jewelled vision of craftsmanship started from 

preserving the traditional Tianjin-style hand-knotted skills, over the years the company has 

developed and pioneered the use of an electric hand-tufting gun.  

 

“Working on the DTFS programme this year is surely an unforgettable experience to me. It gives 

me great pleasure to work with this group of young designers on such meaningful projects, 

whilst contributing to the local community and design industry. The collaboration under the 

theme ‘Heritage is Innovation’, which speaks directly to Tai Ping’s core values, realises the full 

potential of our knowhow and craftsmanship. The conjoining of traditions and diverse minds 

from different disciplines and cultures, has been pushing our work to the unexpected yet 

beautiful boundaries. We thank Design Trust, Marisa and her team for having Tai Ping on this 

exciting and valuable journey.” 

- Michelle Chu, Asia Design Director, Tai Ping 

 

As the 2019 programme has developed, Tai Ping has worked with the mentor & mentee 

pairings to share their expertise in critical making and craftsmanship. As a major partner of DTFS 

2019, Tai Ping has challenged the preconceptions of carpet making whilst overcoming new 

challenges by working together with the mentees to develop never-before-used innovations 

and examining inspiration from the past to build new dialogues within the context of the Haw 

Par Mansion.  
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Tai Ping, Mentor & Mentee Synergy 

 

Working with three talented pairings, Tai Ping has provided knowledge and guidance on a 

number of interesting projects; each object’s fabrication process uses and highlights the best 

of the individual mentee’s expertise but includes new elements that the team or the designer 

mentee are yet to explore, and this is where the mentor plays an active role in facilitating 

innovative and novel ideas beyond the designer mentees’ current practice.  

 

Feature Carpet - Dancing Phoenix  

 

Mentor: Lyndon Neri & Rossana Hu of Neri & Hu (Shanghai) 

Mentee: Elaine Yan Ling Ng (Hong Kong) 

The Brief: The designer will re-interpret the history and current needs of the mansion by 

rethinking its textile elements and question the role of authenticity in heritage conservation 

practice. 

 

Elaine Yan Ling Ng is a recipient of the Design Trust Feature Grant for her project entitled 

‘UN/FOLD Weaving Time Travel’ 

 

“My design journey challenges the meaning and value of ‘authenticity’ for the 6 metre carpet, 

designated by the Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO). Is it simply replicating the 

aesthetic of the carpet or replicating the spirit of the Haw Par Brothers, the original authors of 

this space.” - Elaine Yan Ling Ng 

 

Considering the notion of time and the object’s relativity within the space itself, as well as Haw 

Par Mansion being repurposed as a music foundation, the new carpet enables a personal 

journey within the space, just like music. By experimenting with a special blend yarn with Tai 

Ping’s unique tufting technique and innovating the traditional way of carpet making, the team 

formulated new ways of working with nine new interactive fibres and seventy-two new yarn 

combinations; the result is a central phoenix design that can be perceived in different ways 

depending on the angle, lighting level, distance, temperature, and time of the day.  
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“I was thrilled to have the opportunity to work with Neri&Hu famous for their Chinese cultural 

research, and the incredible support of Tai Ping artisans who have allowed me to go beyond 

my craft.” - Elaine Yan Ling Ng 

 

Functional Sculptural Object - Terra Mobile  

 

Mentor: Professor Puay-Peng Ho (Singapore) 

Mentee: Julie Progin & Jesse Mc Lin (Hong Kong) 

The Brief: The designers will re-interpret the history and current needs of the Mansion by 

rethinking its textile elements to design a functional sculptural object in response to the original 

Tiger Balm Garden Hong Kong. 

 

Julie & Jesse’s project contains multi-layered narratives that explore with wit and nuance the 

didactic, sculptural and unconventional qualities of Aw Boon Haw’s visionary wonderland. 

Looking into history and innovating through experimentation with ceramic, recycled yarn and 

tufted rugs, the sculptures reveal the expressions of classical Chinese garden landscape 

elements that could be found at the now demolished Tiger Balm Garden in Hong Kong, and 

an inspiring Singapore visit led by Professor Puay-peng Ho. The research study tour included 

visits to Haw Par Villa, Baba House, and other archives in Singapore. 

 

“Taking on the alternate role of contemporary archaeologists, alchemists and designers, We 

have experimented with ceramic, recycled yarn and tufted rugs in the making of outdoor 

sculptural objects. Our aim is to incite visitors of Haw Par Mansion to look, travel, wander and 

dwell into a reinterpreted microcosm of the torn down Tiger Balm Gardens. “ - Julie Progin and 

Jesse Mc Lin 

 

Julie & Jesse used the former gardens as a springboard into Hong Kong’s heritage. Designed 

to promote traditional Chinese values as well as the family brand, Tiger Balm Garden Hong 

Kong became iconic for Hong Kong from the 1940’s until its demolition. It still exists in 

photography, memories, travel posters and movies and is even simulated in video games. As 

an essential part of the original estate, the duo thought it indispensable that it should manifest 

itself again in the context of Haw Par Music housed in the Mansion. 
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Acoustic Textural Panel – Uphill Downhill Tiger 

 

 

 

Mentor: Frank Leung & Irene Lai of via. (Hong Kong) 

Mentee: Polly Ho & Andy Wong (Hong Kong) 

The Brief: The designers will re-interpret the history and current needs of the Mansion to create 

a new functional textile item with acoustic possibilities. 

  

Polly Ho and Andy Wang are recipients of Design Trust Seed Grant for their project entitled 

‘Rejuvenation of Canton Silk Fabric and Traditional Chinese Needlework’. 

 

Delving into the Haw Par archive, its history and heritage, Polly Ho and Andy Wong was 

particularly interested in Aw Boon Haw’s fascination and obsession of tigers. Responding to the 

Mansion’s new context as a music foundation, the duo worked closely with Tai Ping and 

mentors Frank Leung and Irene Lai in the creation of a new portable music panel. 

 

“We feel indebted to our mentors Frank and Irene for their valuable advice. They suggested 

that we apply different pile height carpet and felt backing to reduce the transmission of the 

direct ‘sound waves’. Our many rounds of discussion have come to fruition and we are thrilled 

with the final design.” - Polly Ho & Andy Wong  
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Multi-sensory Design – 10 Scents & Sensory Fragments 

 

Mentor: Michael Young (Hong Kong) 

Mentee: Xavier Tsang (Hong Kong) 

The Brief: The designer will create fragrances around a narrative that represents and 

complements the 1936 Haw Par Mansion as a holistic space, inviting and orienting visitors. 

Fragrance inspiration may also draw upon the neighbouring Tai Hang community. 

 

Xavier Tsang is a participant of Design Trust Futures Studio 2017, 2018. 

 

Through a series of conversations and interviews, Tsang centres on the Ten Courts of Hell wall 

mural as a starting point to explore notions of human-spatial interaction, mythology and 

morality. As the best-known feature of Tiger Balm Garden Hong Kong, the large sculpted mural 

depicted gruesome punishment for those who committed mortal sins, referencing Daoist and 

Buddhist beliefs.  

 

Working closely with mentor Michael Young, the pendulum diffuser perfectly traps and diffuses 

the specially formulated fragrance oil through the experimental aluminium foam. With the 

swing of the pendulum, this work blends together narratives of the Ten Courts of Hell that once 

stood in the Tiger Balm Garden Hong Kong, reinvigorating Haw Boon Haw’s will and vision in 

the dissemination of Chinese culture. 

 

“With the generous support of mentor Michael Young on providing his experimentally 

developed material, the aluminium foam, which works perfectly to trap and diffuse fragrance 

oil. A scent diffuser was created, composing of ten hanging spheres, each infused with one of 

the ten scent notes, while they swing like a pendulum, the scents blend together with particular 

proportions and diffuse into the space.” – Xavier Tsang   

 

On view in the September exhibition will also be a multi-sensory installation ‘Sensory Fragments’. 

Decomposing the individual scent nodes into physical fragments on display, this installation 

reveals the underlying fragments that form the basis of 10 Scents.  Reconfiguring the moral 

narratives of Ten Courts of Hell into physical reality, the audience are submerged in an 
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installation of plants, herbs, chemicals, ointments, minerals and objects in their exploration 

goodness and evil. 

 

--- 

 

Design Trust Futures Studio 2019 curates site-specific objects by Hong Kong based designers, 

who have been involved in the Design Trust foundation as grant recipients and designer 

mentees for the last years. A total of eight designer teams have been involved this year, for 

more details please see Appendix. 

 

Curators, Mentors and Partners: Alexander Groves & Azusa Murakami (Studio Swine), Brendan 

Cormier, Douglas Young (Goods of Desire), Frank Leung & Irene Lai (via.), Ho Puay-Peng, 

Hunter Tura, Lyndon Neri & Rosanna Hu (Neri & Hu), Michael Young, Roger Wu (Haw Par Music), 

Michelle Chu (Tai Ping) and Marisa Yiu (Design Trust). 

Designer Mentees: Adonian Chan, Elaine Yan Ling Ng, Florian Wegenast & Christine Lew, Ire 

Tsui, Michael Leung & Rony Chan, Julie Progin & Jesse Mc Lin, Polly Ho & Andy Wong, Sharon 

Tsang-de Lyster, Xavier Tsang 

 

--- 

 

“As DESIGN TRUST’s mentees embrace the challenges of learning new methods of making, 

they have been reusing and reinstating artefacts from the Haw Par archive; working within the 

local micro-factory system and the wider design ecology. Contributing to the larger creative 

culture and outreach as a final exhibition that is free and open to the public in September 2019 

along with a range of public tours, workshops and design dialogue, through which we hope 

to share and showcase our design journey and process.  

 

Without heritage, there is no innovation; heritage is innovation.”  

 

- Marisa Yiu, Co-Founder & Executive Director of Design Trust 

 
Exhibiting at the historic 1936 Haw Par Mansion in Tai Hang from September 13th until 

September 30th, ‘Heritage is Innovation’ will showcase the fascinating outcomes of 

conversations and research carried out over the past year between the DTFS 2019 community. 

The exhibition and public programme extends the mission of Design Trust to involve the 

community, including an experimental performance by musicians and dancers working with 

New Music Ensemble; public tours and workshops engaging with various sectors from 

education, youth, to elderlies. 

 

 

Upcoming Events:  

 

DTFS 2019 “Heritage is Innovation” Exhibition 

Date: 2019.9.13 – 30 

Location: Haw Par Music, 15A Tai Hang Road, Tai Hang, Hong Kong 

 

Public Tours for the Community 

Date : 2019.09.13 (Fri), 15 (Sun), 18 (Wed), 22 (Sun), 27 (Fri)  
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Time : 12pm – 1pm 

Location: Haw Par Music, 15A Tai Hang Road, Tai Hang, Hong Kong 

 

Craft Workshop by Ire Tsui & Rony Chan 

Date: 2019.09.14 (Sat) 

Time: 3pm – 4:20pm ; 4:30pm – 6pm 

Location: Haw Par Music, 15A Tai Hang Road, Tai Hang, Hong Kong 

 

Heritage Design Dialogue 

Date: 2019.09.20 (Fri) 

Time: 6pm – 8pm 

Location: Haw Par Music, 15A Tai Hang Road, Tai Hang, Hong Kong 

 

Fragrance Tour by Xavier Tsang 

Date: 2019.09.21 (Sat) 

Time: 3pm – 4:20pm ; 4:30pm – 6pm 

Location: Haw Par Music, 15A Tai Hang Road, Tai Hang, Hong Kong 

 

For more information on Design Studio Future Studios, visit http://designtrust.hk/design-trust-

future-studios or follow the journey on social media. 

 

Instagram: @designtrust 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/designtrust  

 

#DTFS #heritageisinnovation #indesignwetrust #designtrusthk #designtrust #futuresstudio 

 

-ENDS- 

For media enquiries or interview opportunities, please contact PLUG: 

Eleanor Dench Eleanor@plug-me.com | +852 3422 3171 

Tiffany Lam Tiffany@plug-me.com | +852 3422 3496 

 

About Design Trust 

Design Trust was established in 2014 by Hong Kong Ambassadors of Design, a registered charity 

in Hong Kong since 2007, as a grant funding platform. Design Trust supports creative projects 

that develop expertise, build research initiatives and content related to Hong Kong and the 

Greater Bay Area. Working across a multiplicity of design disciplines from graphics, media, and 

architecture to the built environment, Design Trust aims to actively accelerate creative 

research, design and development of meaningful projects that advocate for the positive role 

of design.  

About Design Trust Futures Studio  

Design Trust Futures Studio (DTFS) is a long-term flagship programme that makes visible the 

processes and positive role of design in the culture of contemporary design and production. 

The programme stems from a project-studio concept that promotes life-long collaborations 

through a mentor-mentee programme.  

DTFS is a cross-disciplinary initiative created and conceptualised by Marisa Yiu, Co-founder 

and Executive Director of Design Trust. Experts from different fields will contribute to the mentor-

mentee teams in the exploration of materials, production, and put forth the positive value of 

design assets in Hong Kong, the Greater Bay Area and internationally.  

http://designtrust.hk/design-trust-future-studios
http://designtrust.hk/design-trust-future-studios
http://www.facebook.com/designtrust
mailto:Eleanor@plug-me.com
mailto:Tiffany@plug-me.com
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In 2017, we examined the theme of smallness in Hong Kong and how it can be harnessed to 

create meaningful change with the theme “Small is Meaningful”. The 2018 edition continued 

this momentum with a new theme “Play is for The People” in designing and creating new micro-

park designs for Hong Kong. In 2019, the theme and concept is focused on “Heritage is 

Innovation”, exploring the difficult yet animated definitions of Hong Kong identity, shaping 

conversations on "Conservation", and finding new ways to open up heritage sites to build new 

narratives of the role and place of heritage – not as a static subject but a dynamic living and 

inspiring process.  

Programme Partner: Tai Ping  

Established in 1956, Tai Ping is a custom handmade carpet house known for its innovation, 

expertise and heritage, celebrated archive, unparalleled design and service that has won 

international acclaim. Recognised for over six decades as choice for a discerning global 

clientele, Tai Ping graces the floors of the most prestigious residences, boutiques, hotels, private 

jets and yachts around the world. Headquartered in Hong Kong, with 14 showrooms across 

Europe, Asia and North America, Tai Ping creates designs and customises its creations to the 

unique vision of its clientele.  

Partner Foundation: Haw Par Music Foundation  

Haw Par Music Foundation is a not-for-profit educational organisation formed in 2013 to serve 

a dual purpose. To create and operate Haw Par Music, a centre for cross-cultural exchange 

through music (Chinese and Western), heritage and the arts, with a social initiative; and to 

conserve and revitalise the unique former Haw Par Mansion, in partnership with HKSAR 

Government under its Revitalising Historic Buildings through Partnership Scheme as an 

architectural authenticity and cultural significance to the public. 

 

 


