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APPENDIX  

 
DESIGN TRUST FUTURES STUDIO: HERITAGE IS INNOVATION  

Other Designer Projects 
 
Res-staging Heritage Artefacts - The Evolving Tiger 
 

 
 

Mentor: Brendan Cormier (London) 
Mentee: Sharon Tsang-de Lyster (Hong Kong) 
The Brief: The designer mentee will re-stage objects or materials from the archive of Haw Par. 
Complementing the existing setting curated by Haw Par Music, the designer could narrate old 
stories, as well as telling new ones through the re-staging of artefacts, other documents and 
objects. The goal is to bring cultural conservation to attention, and emphasise the dynamism 
and publicness of heritage. 
 
Sharon de Lyster has been engaged in the history and heritage of Haw Par. Through the 
exploration of Haw Par’s archive and publications, de Lyster presents ‘The Evolving Tiger’ 
through a vignette of re-staged objects and materials, telling the story of Haw Par’s heritage 
through a contemporary lens. 
 
Drawing on the analogy of Aw Boon Haw as Mr. Tiger and the company’s open system of 
appropriating various tiger images for its branding, de Lyster presents a dynamic way of 
viewing Aw’s legacy. Through a series of visual graphics, artefacts and objects from the Haw 
Par archive as well as other “antiqued” tiger objects and visual materials, de Lyster’s work 
challenges the notion that heritage sites are confined to the past.  
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Souvenirs – House of Haw Par 
 

  
 
 
Mentors: Alexander Groves & Azusa Murakami (New York | London) 
Mentees: Ire Tsui, Rony Chan and Michael Leung (Hong Kong) 
The Brief: The designers will make visible the Hong Kong and Greater Bay Area based 
manufacturers and artisans. They will work on designing souvenirs re-interpreted from that of 
the Haw Par Collection, and other archives in Hong Kong. The idea is to present local 
production and craft in relation to the history and heritage of Haw Par, as well as re-
interpreting the concept of what a "souvenir" is and its presentation in the context of history, 
heritage, critical tourism, and Haw Par as a new music foundation. 
 
Continuing their exploration of unique narratives through curated objects as part of the pilot 
experimental research and design project Micro Factory, Ire Tsui, Rony Chan and Michael 
Leung responded to the history of Haw Par through the study of the different architectural 
features, motifs and narratives of the Mansion. 
 
Working in collaboration with local metal craftsman, paper-product makers and Tai Ping 
Carpets, the trio transformed the stories and legacy of Haw Par into a range of souvenirs, 
highlighting the Aw Brothers’ creative spirits and challenging preconceived notions of souvenirs 
through an autonomous and innovative approach.  
 
These objects include a DIY mobile decoration toolkit inspired by visual elements of the Moon 
Gate at the Mansion, allowing visitors to create unique combinations and characters from a 
readymade kit of geometrical shapes and forms; a series of re-adapted decorative vases with 
acoustic properties that tells the unspoken stories of Haw Par; as well as a series of candle 
holders inspired by the iconic hexagon shape commonly found at the Mansion as well as Tiger 
Balm products. The designers work engages the public in participating actively in making of 
DIY souvenirs. 
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Haw Par in Graphics – Visual Identity Design Research Study & Lobby Mural 
 

   
 
Mentor: Hunter Tura (Canada/ U.S.) 
Mentee: Adonian Chan (Hong Kong) 
The Brief: The designer will respond to a curatorial brief and develop a graphic design concept 
that relates the Haw Par Mansion's history and myths, while bridging them to the contemporary 
music foundation and its future use. The concept will be realised as visual identity elements 
and wall murals, working with and inspired from the archives of the Mansion, as well as 
emblems, symbols and recovered ornamentation at Haw Par. 
 
Looking into Haw Par’s history and heritage, Adonian Chan has broken down various 
architectural elements, motifs, colours and patterns of Haw Par into a simple and unified 
palette that truly represents the spirit of the new music foundation, its ethos, evolution and 
future application for different contexts. 
 
The mural utilises photos depicting Haw Par and the Tiger Balm Garden Hong Kong before the 
demolition. It consists of layered imagery, with the projection of an animated tiger hovering 
over. The idea is to provide a brief impression of Haw Par’s history, while juxtaposes it with a 
light-hearted animation. 
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Lighting Installation - Totem Tile Lights 
 

   
 
Mentor: Douglas Young (Hong Kong) 
Mentees: Florian Wegenast & Christine Lew (Germany/ U.S./ Hong Kong) 
The Brief: The designers’ intervention will integrate the building's artefacts, transforming them 
into lighting elements, fixtures and objects for the Mansion with a focus on sustainable material. 
Artefacts from the Haw Par collection would be incorporated in the lighting object design to 
act in dialogue with the architectural features and interior environment of the Mansion. 

In order to highlight the meaning of heritage and sustainability, Florian Wegenast and Christine 
Lew focused on how heritage artefacts could be regenerated into functional objects. 
Exploring the archive of remaining materials from restoration works of the Mansion, including 
restoration glass, ceramic roof tiles, and floor mosaic tiles, the designers focused on the 
traditional Chinese roofing tiles, which are a significant representative of the traditional 
Chinese built-environment and culture. 

Not only is Haw Par Mansion a heritage site of Hong Kong, it is also a culmination of different 
cultures, styles and crafting techniques.  Continuing this multi-faceted craft-making influence 
of the Mansion, Florian Wegenast and Christine Lew collaborated with different communities 
and craftsmen, including school teachers and students, metal artist, lighting designer, and 
stone carver, to create an object that explores the intersection of craft, heritage, and 
innovation. 


